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The    Reverend 

Dr.  LITTLETONS 

SERMON 

BEFORE    THE 

Honourable  House  of  Commons, 

January   30.     1730. 


Luna  l°  Die  February,  1730. 

ORdered,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be 
given  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Edward  Littleton, 
for  the  S  e rm  on  by  him  preached  before  this  Houfe, 
upon  Saturday  the  Thirtieth  E>ay  of  January  \atty 
at  St.  Margarets  Weflmmfterf  and  that  he  be  de- 
fired  to  print  the  fame  -y  and  that  Mr.  Walpole  and 
Mr.  Longuevilk  do  acquaint  him  therewith. 

E.  Stables,  CI Dom.  Com. 
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As  free,  and  not  ujing  your  liberty  for  a 
cloak  of  malicioufnefs,  but  as  the  fer- 
wants  of  God. 


^f^^^pHE  Struggles,  that  have  been  between 
^r^^^fe^  Kings  and  Subjects  concerning  their  re- 

^it^fe)^     (W^Rirrnt-e     on, 


fpeclive  Rights,  and  the  many  Mifchiefs 
to  which  Both  have  been  expofed  by 
them,  are  to  Us,  who  have  the  Happi- 
nefs   to  live   in   better  Times,    a  good 


i*^> 


Warning  to  avoid  the  Errors  which  produced  them. 

The  Tragedy  of  this  Day,  with  the  Steps  which  led  to 
it,  is  a  Leffon  of  this  kind  as  inftruclive  in  all  Views,  as 
any  that  can  be  found  in  Hiftory.  How  far  the  un- 
happy Prince,  whofe  Death  we  have  been  lamenting, 
did  himfelf  give  Occafion  to  thofe  Contefts  and  Difputes, 
which  proved  fo  fatal  to  his  own  Perfon  in  particular, 
and  to  the  People,  for  whofe  Sake  he  governed,  is  a 

Queftion,. 
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Queflion,  in  which  Kings  only  are  concerned.  And, 
God  be  praifed !  we  have  a  KING  at  prefent,  who 
does  not  need  fuch  Leffons  to  inftruct  Him. 

But  fo  far  as  the  Facl;  on  this  Day  committed,  and  the 
other  Miferies  which  this  Nation  fufTered  from  the  Jea- 
loufies  which  then  reigned  between  Prince  and  People, 
were  either  caufed  at  firft,  or  promoted  and  carried  on, 
by  the  Pride,  the  Malice,  the  Avarice,  the  Refentment, 
or  the  defperate  Ambition  of  any  private  Man ;  fo  far 
it  concerns  Subjects  to  take  Warning  from  them,  that 
by  the  mifchievous  Effeds  of  indulging  thefe  Paffions, 
when  Peace  only  and  the  publick  "Safety  mould  have 
been  confulted,  they  may  for  ever  be  difcouraged  from 
engaging  in  fuch  Meafures,  as  may  caufe  them  to  act 
the  fame  Part  again. 

With  a  View  to  this  Ufe,  which  may  naturally  be 
made  of  the  fad  Event  now  brought  to  our  Remem- 
brance, I  purpofe,  at  this  Time,  to  lay  before  you  fome 
Thoughts  on  the  Abufe  of  publick  Liberty :  which,  becaufe 
it  is  a  Bleffing  that  will  be  always  valued  by  wife  Men 
in  all  Nations  that  enjoy  it,  is  a  conftant  Pretence  to 
Men  of  factious  Spirits  to  carry  on  their  own  private 

Views. 

I  chufe  to  introduce  what  I  have  to  fay  with  the 
Words  of  St.  Peter y  which  I  have  read  to  you,  not 
only  becaufe  they  have  the  beft  Agreement  with  the 
Method  which  I  defign  to  follow ;  but  alfo  becaufe  they 
were  intended  by  him,  as  a  Reproof  to  fome  Perfons 
of  feditious  Principles,  who,  under  Colour  of  afferting 

their 
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their  Chriftian  Liberty,  took  upon  them  to  to  defpife 
Dominion,  making  it  a  Pretence  to  claim  an  Indepen- 
dence on  the  Powers  that  were  then  in  Being.     It  is 
not  neceffary,  and  it  would  indeed  be  tedious,  to  con- 
fider  the  Reafons,  that  might  induce  thefe  Men  to  con- 
fen  t  in  fuch  a  Claim  as  this.     I  mall  only  ohferve,   that 
the  Liberty  they  talked  of,  was  a  fpiritual  Liberty,  of  a 
very  different  Nature  from  that  to  which  They  pretend- 
ed,   and  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  Obedience  or 
Difobedience   to  the   Government  under   which   they 
lived.     The  Apoftle  therefore,  having  charged  them  to 
obey,  in  the  Verfes  which  go  before  my  Text,  ( not  in- 
deed on  any  new  Principles,  as  Chriftians,  «but  for  the 
very  fame  Reafons  for  which  Obedience  was  due  to  law- 
ful Governors  from  all  Subjects  in  the  World )  proceeds, 
in  this  Verfe,  to  deftroy  the  Ground,  on  which  their  pre- 
tended Privilege  was  built  :  As  free,  and  not  ufingyour 
liberty  for  a  cloak  of  malicioufnefs,  but  as  thefervants  of 
God.     In  which  Words,  the  Liberty,  which  they  claim- 
ed as  Chriftians,  is  reftrained  by  the  Service  which  they 
ftill  owed  to  God  ;  who  was  faid  before  to  have  willed 
and  required  of  them,  that  they  mould  be  obedient  to 
the  civil  Power;  and  who  indeed  muft  be  fuppofed, 
from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  to  have  required  as  much 
Obedience  of  this  Kind  from  Chriftians,  as  he  had  re- 
quired from  all  other  Men.     The  Ufe  therefore,  which 
they  made  of  their  Chriftian  Liberty,  being,   as  it  is 
here  term'd,  a  malicious  Ufe,    i.  e.    wicked,  immoral, 
and  perverfe  x  he  endeavours,  in  a  proper  Way,  to  re- 
claim. 
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claim  them  from  it,  putting  them  in  mind  of  a  Power 
much  fuperior  to  that  of  any  Prince  or  Potentate  upon 
Earth,  even  the  Power  of  GOD,  whofe  Servants  they 
were,  and  by  whom  they  muft  expect,  if  they  difobey- 
ed  his  Will,  to  be  punifhed  according  to  their  Deferts. 

Having  faid  thus  much  to  fhew  the  Meaning  of 
my  Tex^  I  muft  juft  obferve,  that  it  is  no  Obje&ion 
to  the  Ufe  which  I  defign  to  make  of  it,  that  the 
Liberty  here  meant  is  a  different  Kind  of  Liberty 
from  that  which  will  be  the  Subject  of  my  Difcourfe: 
The  Apoftle's  Argument  does  not  reft  on  this;  but 
on  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  abufmg  any  Kind  of  Li- 
berty to  any  factious  or  feditious  Purpofe  ;  which  is 
equally  a  Crime  under  every  Government,  whatever 
kind  of  Liberty  is  abufed. 

I  proceed  therefore  to    the  Work    I  have   under- 
taken.    And 

I.  Firjl,  I  fhall  fhew,  what  I  mean  by  Liberty, 
and  by  what  Methods  I  think  it  may  be 
abufed. 

II.  Secondly,  I  fhall  confider  the  ill  Confequences 
of  abufmg  it; 

III.  Thirdly^  The  Guilt  of  thofe  who  do  it  wil- 
fully :    And 

IV.  Fourthly ,  The  proper  Method  to  prevent  it. 

I.  Firfi 
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I.  Fir  ft  then,  I  am  to  {Lew,  what  I  mean  by 
Liberty,  and  what,  I  think,  mould  be  always  meant 
by  it  in  all  .civil  or  political  Debates.  It  is  not  a 
Licence  to  do  every  thing  we  pleafe  :  If  it  were, 
there  would  be  no  Need  of  Government.  For  Go- 
vernment was  defigned  to  refcrain  that  Licence,  and 
confine  it  within  proper  Bounds.  And  if  human 
Wifdom  could  prefcribe  fuch  Bounds,  as  would  be 
ftrictly  proper  in  all  Exigencies  that  might  arife, 
"leaving  Men  at  Liberty  to  do  every  thing  that  is 
right,  and  retraining  them  at  the  fame  from  do- 
ing every  thing  that  is  wrong;  in  this  Cafe  Li- 
berty would  be  effectually  preferved,  and  yet  could 
not,  in  any  Inftance,  be  abufed.  But  as  this  can- 
not be,  the  next  thing  to  be  deilred  is,  fuch  a 
Form  of  Government  as  comes  neareft  to  it; 
leaving  as  much  Liberty  as  good  Men  can  wifh, 
though  liable,  by  bad  Men,  to  be  abufed :  contri- 
ving fuch  Laws  for  the  Punifhment  of  the  one,  as 
may  never  injure  or  opprefs  the  other:  placing  in 
fome  Hand  a  fufricient  Power  to  execute  and  enforce 
thefe  Laws ;  but  referving  to  the  reft  fuch  Rights  and 
Privileges,  as  may  effectually  fecure  them  againft  the 
Infults  of  that  Power,  which  is  meant  only  for  their 
Prefervation  and  Defence. 

As  long  as  any  People  can  afiert  fuch  Rights,  fo 
long  they  preferve  their  Liberty;  and  whenever  they 
fuffer  thefe  Rights  to  be  invaded,  they  begin  then  to 

B  b« 
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be  a  fervile  People.  Whatever  therefore  fixes  and 
afcertains  thefe  Rights,  is  the  true  Meafure  of  the 
People's  Liberty  ;  and  Men  can  be  faid  to  have  more 
or  lefs  Liberty  with  refpect  to  this  Meafure  only. 

Now  the  Rights  of  Subjects  can  be  fixed  only  by 
the  Laws,  and  by  thefe  therefore  muft  their  Liberty 
be  meafured.  By  the  Laws,  I  mean  thofe  ftanding 
Rules,  whether  written  cr  unwritten,  which  un- 
der every  Government  are  authorized  by  the  Confti- 
tution  of  it..  Whatever  is  fettled  and  confirmed  by 
thefe,  a  good  Subject  may,  in  Juftice,  claim :  and 
more  than  this,  he  cannot  reafonably  defire ;  becaufe 
all  beyond  this  is  Licence  and  Confufion,  which  be- 
ing indulged,  no  Government  can  fubfift. 

From  hence  we  have  an  Anfwer  to  the  firft  Que- 
ftion  I  propofed,  What  it  is  that  the  word  Liberty 
imports?  or,  in  other  Words,  What  ought  to  be  un- 
derflood  by  it  in  all  civil  or  political  Debates  ?  It  is 
that,  which  may  properly  be  called  legal  Liberty; 
diftinguifhed  from  Licence,  as  being  limited  and  con- 
fined :  but  limited  and  confined  by  nothing  elfe,  but 
thofe  Laws,  which  are,  at  the  fame  time,  its  Foun- 
dation and  Support.     It  is,  in  one  word,  fuch  a  fort 
of  Liberty,  as  is  felt  and  enjoyed  by  all  Perfons  here 
with  more  Force  than  any  Words  can  give  it:  And  if 
we  were  to  fearch  the  whole  habitable  World,  to 
find  the  Place  where  it  mines  in  its  greater!:  Beauty, 
we  mult  fix  at  laft  in  G  r  -e  a  t  Britain,  as  the  Seat 
of  it. 

It 
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It  is  Pity  foch  Liberty  as  this  mould  be  abufed : 
But  what  will  not  Mens  Fellies  do  ?  Some  Men  there 
are,  who  know  not  what  it  is ;  but  having  been  ufed 
to  hear  it  magnified  and  extolled  ( as  indeed  it  well 
deferves  to  be)  are  fo  captivated  with  the  Sound, 
that  they  are  eafily  perfuaded  to  promote  any  thing 
that  does  but  bear  the  Name  of  it.     Others  there 
are,  of  ungovernable  Tempers,  who  are  ever  com- 
plaining of  fome  Grievance  or  another,  and  venting 
the  unruly  Paffions  of  their  Hea-ts  in  loud  Clamours 
againft  all  above  them.     The  mildeft  Government, 
to  fuch  Men  as  thefe,  is  a  Restraint  too  grievous  to 
be  born.      It  is  not  the  Harfhnefs  of  any  Govern- 
ment, that  offends  them  ;    nor  its  Lenity,  that  will 
make  it  eafy  to  them.     It  is  Government  itfelf,  that 
is  grievous  to  fuch  Men ;  nor  will  they  lofe  the  Sa- 
tisfaction of  /peaking  evil  of  Dignities,  as  long  as 
there  is  any  Dignity  in  the  World.    Laflly,  There  are 
others  of  ambitious  Spirits,    who  have  high  Views, 
and  exalted  Profpe&s,  and  aim  at  nothing  but  their 
own  future  Greatnefs.     Thefe,  if  withal  they  have 
any  Art  or  Cunning,  know  how  to  make  Advantage 
of  the  other  Sorts  of  Men,  and  mould  them  to  their 
own  Purpofes  at  Pleafure.     Ignorance  in  fome,  and 
Difloyalty  in  others,  are  the  Steps  by  which  fuch 
Men  climb.     The  Pretence,  in  the  mean  time,  is  a 
great  Zeal  for  Liberty :  But  how  little  it  is  meant, 
may  be  learnt  from  thofe  Times,  when  Men,  who 
had  ftruggled  and  fought  hard  to  gain  it,  were  fo 
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far  from  being  fatisfied  with  the  Acquifltion  of  it, 
that  from  asking  Liberty,  they  came  to  grafp  at 
Power ;  and  having  gained  that  Power,  made  fo  ill 
an  Ufe  of  it,  as  to  leave  behind  them  a  fad  Warning 
to  their  Pofterity,  to  take  Notice  how  Liberty  may 
be  abufed.  In  Purfuance  therefore  of  this  inftructive 
Leffon,  let  it  now  be  obferved,  that  Liberty  may 
be  abufed, 

i/?,  By  craving  more  than  is  confiftent  with  the 
Laws  of  that  Government  under  which  we  live; 
which  being  in  every  Nation  ( as  I  faid  before )  the 
true  Meafures  and  Bounds  of  Liberty,  every  Step 
beyond  thefe  is  an  Abufe  of  it.  This  was  the  Cafe 
in  thofe  miferable  Times,  which  I  had  Occafion  juft 
now  to  fpeak  of.  Had  thofe,  who  were  then  the 
great  Leaders  of  the  People,  been  content  to  redrefs 
the  real  Grievances  they  felt,  by  fuch  Methods  as  the 
Law  allowed,  they  had  never  proceeded  to  overturn 
the  Conftitution ;  much  lefs  to  commit  the  wicked 
Act  of  this  Day,  which  could  neither  be  juftified  by 
any  Law  in  Being,  nor  by  any  Pretence  of  common 
Equity  excufed. 

But,  2dly^  There  is  another  Way  of  abufing  Li- 
berty within  the  Cover  and  Protection  of  the  Law : 
A  dextrous  Method  of  doing  publick  Mifchief  with- 
ont  hazarding  our  own  Perfoas  by  it.  It  muft  needs 
be  confefs'd,  that  this  is  a  much  fafer,  but,  for  that 

Reafon, 
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Reafon,    it  is  a  much  bafer  Way ;    becaufe  it  fub- 
verts  and  undermines  that  Government,  to  which  it 
owes  its  own  Shelter  and  Defence.     It  was  before 
obferved,    that  it  is  impolTible  for  human  Wifdom 
to  contrive  a  Set  of  Laws  fo  perfect  in  their  kind 
as  to   anfwer  all   Exigencies  that  may   arife.     The 
Confequence  of    this  is,     that  in    fuch   a   Govern- 
ment as  ours,  which  is  very  tender  of  the  People's 
Liberty,    much  Room  muft  be  left  to  Men  of  fa- 
ctious Spirits,  to  carry  on  their  ill  Projects  and  De- 
figns-  And  the  Mifchief  of  it  is,  that  fuch  Men  as 
thefe  will  always  be  fuppoiing  they  act  an  honeft 
Part,  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe  they  act  a 
fafe  one :   As  if  every  thing  were  right,   which  hu- 
man Laws  permit ;    or  as  if  Sedition  had  nothing 
elfe   to  fear,  but   the  Penalties  which  human  Laws 
inflict :     Whereas  nothing  is  more  fure,    than  that 
Liberty  is  a  Blefling  which   was  never  meant   for 
fech  Men  as  thefe.     The  Security  of  their  Perfons 
is  a  neceiTary  Evil ;    which  is  indulged  to  them  for 
the  Benefit  of  others :    And  if  nothing  can  be  done 
to  reftrain  fuch  Licence,  but  what  will   equally  af- 
fect the  Liberty  of  others,  it  is  a  general  Calamity, 
which,  in  free  Governments,  muft  be  endured,  till 
it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  give  them  better  Minds.      In 
the  mean  time,    I  proceed  to  my 

« 

II.  Second  general  Head,  viz.  The  ill  Confe- 
rences, of  abufing  Liberty^  with  refpect  both  to 
ourfelves,.  and  to  the  Publick.  With 
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~  With  refpect  to  ourfelves,  there  is  not,  I  believe, 
a  more  hateful  or  uneafy  PaiTion^  than  thofe  which 
are  felt  by  fuch  Perfons  as  are  engaged  in  the  Di- 
fturbance  of  the  publick  Peace.  Next  to  Ambi- 
tion, which  is  generally  the  Caufc  of  it,  there 
are  none  more  tormenting  than  Avarice  and  Jea- 
loufy:  And  whatever  there  is  painful  in  either 
of  thefe  PafiionSj  fuch  Men  cannot  fail  to  fuffer. 
The  Pains  of  Avarice  arife  from  hence,  that  it  is 
never  fatisfied  with  what  it  has  obtained,  but  is 
ftill  eager  in  Purfuit  of  more.  The  Mifer  and  the 
falfe  Patriot  are,  in  this  refpetl,  the  fame  :  There 
is  no  Difference  but  in  the  Objecls  of  their  Pur- 
fuit. One  follows  Wealth,  without  Stint  or  Limit, 
and  the  other  a  romantick  Liberty;  which,  as  he 
knows  not  what  it  is,  nor  fets  any  Bounds  to  it, 
he  muft  for  ever  follow  with  the  fame  frantick 
PafTion,  as  long  as  there  is  any  Power  to  controul 
him.  Jealoufy  is  another  reftlefs  and  uneafy  Paf- 
fion:  The  Pains  of  this  rife  from  the  Fear  of  lofing 
fome  Blefiing  which  we  love  and  value.  From 
this  alfo  the  falfe  Patriot  has  his  Share  of  Mifery. 
The  Liberty  he  has  is  the  Idol  of  his  Soul.  Let 
any  thing  be  done,  however  juft  and  neceffary, 
thai;  does  but  feem  to  endanger  this,  and  prefently 
he  is  alarmed :  He  will  never  bear  it :  You  have 
touched  the  String  on  which  his  Frenzy  turns  ; 
no  Reafon  can  be  heard,  no  Ties  can  hold  him; 

but 
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but  before  he  has  considered  whether  his  Liberty 
be  fafe,  he  has  plunged  it  in  a  thoufand  Dangers. 

Patriotifm  itfelf  is  a  jealous  Principle,  but  quite 
free  from  thefe  Heats  and  Paflions :  Calm  and 
fedate,  though  refolute  and  manly.  It  will  never 
engage  in  any  furious  Meafures,  nor  in  any  ram 
and  precipitate  Refolves:  It  will  never  do  great, 
to  prevent  little,  Mifchiefs;  much  lefs  to  prevent 
Things  which  are  indeed  no  Mifchiefs,  or  which,  in 
the  Eyes  of  wife  Men,  are  Bleffings.  In  a  word, 
it  will  never,  without  urgent  Reafon,  have  Re- 
courfe  to  any  defperate  Extremes ;  as  well  know- 
ing, that  fuch  Practices  as  thefe  are  likely  Means 
to  deftroy  Liberty  itfelf. 

Of  this,  the  Times  we  have  been  considering 
afford  a  very  melancholy  Proof:  When  Men  of 
ill  Morals  and  licentious  Principles,  confederating 
themfelves ,  as  they  will  always  do ,  with  fuch 
Zealots  as  I  have  been  defcribing,  and  fupported  at 
firft  by  many  honeft  Men,  who  did  not  fee  what 
Mifchief  was  preparing,  poffeiTed  themfelves  by 
degrees  of  that  illegal  Power,  which  fell  heavy  on 
the  Head  of  a  pious  and  good  King,  and  of  a 
generous  and  well-meaning  People;  fupprefling 
that  Liberty  by  the  Force  of  Arms,  which  they 
took  Arms  to  vindicate  and  defend. 

This  was  Fact  then,  and  is  Reafon  ftill:  Strife 
and  Faction,  Tumult  and  Diforder,  are  the  natu- 
ral Effects   of  abufing  Liberty.      Which  mail  pafs 

for 
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for  the  Proof  of  what  I  faid  before,  that  the  Pra- 
ctices of  thofe  Men  who  make  a  falfe  Pretence  to 
it,  are  likely  Means  to  deftroy  Liberty  itfelf. 

From  the  Mifchiefs  therefore  of  abufing  Liber- 
ty, with  refpecl  both  to  Ourfelvres  and  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  I   proceed 

TIL  In  the  Third  place,  to  confider  their  Guilt, 
who  can  wilfully  engage  in  fuch  miichievous  De- 
ft gns  for  the  Sake  of  their  own  private  Views. 
That  fuch  Men  there  are,  all  'Hiftory  will  inform 
us;  and  particularly  the  fad  Hiftory  of  this  Day: 
And  indeed  it  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  fet  forth  their 
Guilt,  becaufe  it  appears  in  the  mod  odious  Co- 
lours from  the  Principles  upon  which  they  act. 
He  that  is  capable  of  doing  Mifchief  to  his  Coun- 
try to  gratify  any  private  Paflion,  is  a  moft  in- 
famous and  unworthy  Creature;  and.,  as  fuch, 
will  be  detefted  by  all  Perfons  of  Integrity,  on 
the  very  firft  View  they  take  of  him.  However, 
as  wicked  as  they  may  at  firft  appear,  it  ought 
to  be  considered,  both  by  them  and  others,  that 
every  Day  they  live,  they  live  in  conftant  Danger 
of  growing  ftill  more  wicked  than  they  are  ;  and 
that,  not  only  by  accumulating  Guilt,  or  adding 
one  Act  of  Wickednefs  to  another,  but  alfo  by 
fettling  and  confirming  themfelves  in  it  by  the 
ftrong   Principles  of    Ufe  and  Habit.       Vice   is   a 

T  hing 
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Thing  of  an  infinuating  Nature;  and  no  Vice 
more  infinuating  than  Sedition.  The  beginning  of 
Jirife  is  as  the  letting  out  of  water;  and  when 
once  a  Contention  of  this  kind  is  raifed,  there  is 
no  knowing  to  what  Extravagance  it  may  proceed. 
He  that  fets  out  with  fome  Diffidence  and  Di- 
ftruft,  and  feels  Virtue  ftill  Struggling  in  him, 
may  in  Time  quite  ftifle  and  deftroy  it.  His  Ho- 
nour may  be  engaged,  or,  perhaps,  his  Safety 
may  make  it  neceffary  to  purfue  the  fame  Mea- 
sures he  has  begun :  New  Temptations  may  be 
offered,  new  Paflions  kindled,  Provocations  given, 
and  Refentments  taken:  Or  fomething  may  hap- 
pen, which  may  lead  him,  in  the  End,  to  the 
CommiiTion  of  fuch  Acts  as  his  Soul  abhors.  Such 
is  the  State,  and  fuch  may  be  the  Conduct,  of 
all  who  fet  out  with  wrong  Views  at  firft.  For 
when  once  the  Integrity  of  the  Heart  is  gone, 
there  is  an  End  of  all  Grace  and  Virtue  :  Pu- 
blick  Spirit  is  for  ever  loft;  Faction  and  Sedition 
have  broke  in  upon  it ;  and  what  Tumults  they 
may  raife,  what  Ravage  they  may  make,  God 
only,  in  his  great  Wifdom,    knows. 

Here  then  we  muft  flop;    and  confider, 

IV.  In  the  Lafi  place,  what  Method  may  be 
taken  to  prevent  this  Guilt ;  or,  if  that  be  too 
late,    to  cure  it. 

C  What 
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What  Method    can  we   take,    but  to   think  of 
God  ?    to  remember  with  Fear  that  we  are  fubjed 
to  his  Wrath,    and  with  Joy  that  he  can  fave  us 
from  it  ?    The  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  wif- 
dom,  faid  One,  who  was  wife  enough  to  know  it : 
And  if  thofe,  who  want  it,  were  wife  enough   to 
try  it,    they   would  find   it  the   moft    perfed  and 
confummate  Wifdom,  to  which  it  is  poffible  for  hu- 
man Nature  to  arrive.     In  particular,  with  refped 
to  the  Point  now  before  us,  nothing  elfe  can  pre- 
ferve  the  Integrity   of  our  Hearts,    the   great  Bul- 
wark of   all  other  Virtue:    Nothing   but  Religion, 
or    the  Fear   of    God,    can  effedually  fecure  this 
from  Danger  ;    becaufe  nothing  but  this  can  fhew 
the  Vanity  and  Folly  of  preferring  things  temporal 
to  eternal. 

There  is  a  Narrownefs  of  Mind;    a  little,   pri- 
vate Spirit;    a  fecret  Regard  to   our  own  perfonal 
Concerns,  which,    more  or  lefs,  if  it  be  not  care- 
fully prevented,    will   mix  itfelf   with  all  publick 
Counfels :    And  as  long  as  it  continues  to  act  in 
Concert  with  our  Labours  and  Endeavours  for  the 
publick  Good,  fo  long  is  it  an  inoffenfive  Principle : 
But  when   once  it  begins  to   take  place  of    thefe, 
from  that  Moment  our  Integrity  is  in  danger  :    It 
either  mn ft  be  refcued,    or  fpeedily   give  Ground, 
and,  in  the  End,  be  quite  vanquished  and  fubducd. 
What  worldly  Principle  can  be  expeded,    in  this 
Cafe,    to  afford  any  Succour  to  us  ?    What  is  the 

Senfe 
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Senfe  of  Honour,  when  Ambition  calls,  or  when 
Rage  and  Refentment  fire  us  ?  What  is  any  Prin- 
ciple that  human  Pride  can  boaft,  when  oppofed 
to  thofe  turbulent  and  unruly  Paffions  which  are 
kindled  by  the  fame  Pride  within  us?  Nothing 
but  the  Fear  of  God  can  have  any  Hold  upon  us. 
To  this  therefore  we  mud  fly:  And  if  we  fly  to 
this,  we  may  be  well  aflured  that  it  will  effectu- 
ally fecure,  and,  what  is  more,  if  need  be,  reform 


us. 


Here  I  fliall  finifli  what  I  firft  propofed  :  All 
that  remains,  in  the  Clofe  of  my  Difcourfe,  is,  to 
make  an  Application  of  it. 

From  what  has  been  faid  concerning  legal  Li- 
berty, it  appears  that  we  are  at  prefent  in  as  full 
Poffefiion  of  it,  as  were  ever  any  People  upon 
Earth.  If  any  Attempt  has  been  made  on  the 
Conftitution,  or  if  any  of  the  Subjects  Rights  have 
been  invaded,  it  has  hitherto  efcaped  the  Notice 
of  thofe,  who  would  have  been  the  mod  quick- 
fighted  to  difcover  it.  If  therefore  nothing  of 
this  kind  has  been  attempted,  we  may  reafonably 
conclude,  That  the  Clamours  of  thofe  Men,  who 
cry  aloud  at  this  time  for  Liberty,  are,  in  truth, 
nothing  elfe  but  the  Abufe  of  it.  It  is  no  hard 
Matter,  from  what  has  been  faid,  to  account  for 
fuch  Conduft  under  any  Government.     It  appears 
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from  Fad  that  there  is  nothing  new  in  it,  and 
from  the  Nature  of  Mankind  that  there  is  no- 
thing ftrange  it  it.  It  would  be  much  more  ftrange, 
if,  under  fiich  a  Government,  no  Complaints  of 
this  kind  were  heard.  The  more  Liberty  Men 
have,  the  more  jealous  they  will  be  of  it,  and  the 
more  forward  to  contend  for  more.  The  Sugge- 
stions therefore  of  fuch  Men  as  thefe,  are  not  a 
Proof  that  we  want  Liberty,  but  that  we  have  it. 
And  indeed,  if  it  were  otherwife,  there  would  be 
no  Need  of  their  Art  to  convince  their  Fellow- 
Subjects  of  the  Truth  of  thofe  things,  which,  in 
that  Cafe,    they  muft  needs  fee  and  feel. 

There  is  a  Spirit  in  this  Nation,  nor  can  it  eafily 
be  fuppreffed,  which,  whenever  the  Subjects  juft 
Rights  mail  be  invaded,  will  be  apt  enough  to  rife 
up  in  the  Defence  of  them.  And  if  it  were  not  fo, 
there  can  be  ho  Reafon,  furely,  to  ftir  it  up  at  fuch 
a  Time  as  this :  When  we  not  only  enjoy  all  the 
Liberty  that  can  be  asked,  even  by  a  diffolute  and 
licentious  People  •  but  have  all  the  Security  that  hu- 
man Faith  can  give  us,  that  it  will  be  continued  to 
our  Childrens  Children. 

Look  to  the  Throne  !  It  is  filled  with  a  KING 

INCAPABLE  OF   AMUSING   US   WITH   VAIN   HOPES 

and  Expectations  of  any  Bleffing  He  does 
not  mean  to  fecure  to  us.  His  Faith  is  plighted, 
and  His  Honour  ftands  engaged  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  of  this  Kingdom,    as 
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it  is  now  happily  established  i n  church 
and  State,  inviolable  in  all  its  Parts; 
and  to  secure  to  all  his  subjects  the 
full  Enjoyment  of  their  religious  and 
civil  Rights.  This  He  has  promifed,  and  this 
He  has  performed ;  and  when  He  ceafes  to  perform 
it,  He  rauft  ceafe  to  be  Himfelf :  He  muft  forfeit 
Truth,  that  facred  Virtue,  which  from  the  native 
Greatnefs  and  Integrity  of  His  Heart  He  knows  not 
what  it  is  to  violate.  As  a  farther  Security,  if  any 
fuch  were  wanted,  it  has  pleafed  the  divine  Good- 
nefs  to  add  another  Bleffing,  which,  if  it  had  but 
been  vouchfafed  to  the  great  Victim  of  this  Day,  might 
probably  have  prevented  the  fhedding  of  his  Blood, 
and  the  many  Mifchiefs  we  have  fince  fuffered  from 
it.  The  Partner  of  His  Throne,  by  the  Spirit  of 
her  Religion,  muft  be  naturally  inclined  to  fuch 
Counfels  and  Defigns,  as  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
juft  Liberties  of  the  People :  Too  true  a  Daughter 
of  that  perfecuting  Church,  which  has  always  been 
the  Nurfe  of  Tyrants.  But,  bleffed  be  God  !  we 
have  a  QJJEEN  at  prefent,  who  (not  to  mention 
her  other  amiable  Endowments )  has  given  the  whole 
World  a  moft  convincing  Proof  of  her  unfhaken 
Fidelity  to  the  Proteftant  Religion,  which  fupports 
Liberty,  and  is  fupported  by  it.  You  cannot  but 
remember,  what  it  is  I  mean ;  and  for  the  Honour 
of  Religion,  and  the  good  Example  it  affords  us,  I 
pray  God  it  may  never  be  forgotten! 

From 
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From  thefe  Royal  Virtues,  which  adorn  the 
Throne,  we  may  fairly  prefage  what  our  Children 
may  expect  from  the  numerous  Iffue  in  this  Illuftri- 
ous  Line,  with  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  blefs  us! 
May  they  never  be  difappointed !  May  it  never  be 
faid  by  Ages  and  Generations  that  are  yet  unborn, 
that  thefe  Hopes  were  blafted,  thefe  Views  were 
fhortened  by  any  of  their  Forefathers  Crimes  !  Liber- 
ty, thus  enjoyed,  thus  guarded  and  fecured,  can 
never  be  loft,  fo  far  as  we  can  fee,  by  any  thing  but 
our  own  Abufe  of  it.  This  I  have  fhewn  to  be  a 
likely  Means  to  extinguim  and  deftroy  Liberty  itfelf. 
If  therefore  it  be  a  Bleffing  that  we  think  wrorth  en- 
ioying,  let  us  ufe  it  with  proper  Decency  and  Re- 
ferve.  Let  thofe,  who  are  indeed  the  true  Friends 
to  Liberty,  and  do  not  ufe  it  as  a  mere  Cover  or  Pre- 
tence, be  admonifhed  to  engage  in  no  Meafures  that 
may  overturn  it.  Let  the  fame  generous  Prin- 
ciples, which,  if  it  were  invaded,  would  caufe  them 
to  exert  their  whole  Force  in  the  Defence  of  it,  caufe 
them  now  to  oppofe  thofe,  with  as  much  Zeal  and 
Vigor,  who  by  a  wild,  ungovernable,  and  conten- 
tious Ufe  of  it,  would  throw  all  Things  into  Confu- 
fion,  and  embroil  their  Country  in  all  the  Evils,  which 
the  Want  of  Liberty  can  produce.  Let  not  any 
Word  or  Name  deceive  them  to  the  Lois  of  thofe 
Bleffings,  which  are  meant  by  it.:  But  whenever 
they  hear  that  bewitching  Sound,  let  them  ferioufly 
confider  what  Liberty  is  intended :  Whether  fuch 

as 
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as  is  confiftent  with  the  Ends  of  Government  in 
general,  and  with  our  own  happy  Conftitution  in 
particular.  If  not,  it  has  either  no  Meaning  in  it, 
or  elfe  it  is  ufed  for  a  Cloak  of  Malicioufnefs,  which 
tends  to  ConfuJio?t^  and  every  evil  Work. 

I  would  not  fuppofe  that  any  Perfon  here  is  ca- 
pable of  being  knowingly  and  wilfully  concerned  in 
the  Abufe  of  any  Liberty  he  enjoys :  Neverthelefs, 
if  any  fuch  there  are,  I  muft  proceed  with  the 
Liberty  of  a  Chriftian  Preacher,  to  put  them  in 
mind  of  the  great  Guilt  they  are  contracting ;  and 
thereupon  exhort  them  to  flop  fhort  betimes,  be- 
fore they  are  entangled  in  the  Snares  of  thofe  Sins, 
out  of  which  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  retreat. 
Let  them  fet  before  their  Eyes  the  Calamities  and 
Defolations,  under  which  their  Forefathers  fufTered : 
And  when  they  have  confidered  from  what  Prin- 
ciples they  fprung,  let  them  view  themfelves,  and  let 
them  dread  that  Guilt,  to  which  the  Treachery  of  their 
own  Hearts  may  carry  them.  If  this  will  not  do, 
if  Guilt  will  not  move  them,  they  muft  then  be 
put  in  mind  of  Punimment :  To  which  end  they 
muft  be  told,  that  however  free  they  are  from 
the  Penalties  of  all  human  Laws,  there  is  a  Power 
in  Being,  which  will  reach  them  ftill :  And  that 
is  God's  Power,  whofe  Servants  they  are,  and  to 
whom  they  are  accountable  for  every  Step  they 
take  in  dilturbing  the  publick  Happinefs  of  their 
Country.       Him    therefore  let  them  fear:     For  i! 
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they  will  not  fear  him,  they  will,  one  Day,  wifh 
they  had  ;  when  ambitious  Views  fhall  no  longer 
move  them  ;  when  the  Hopes  of  Revenge  fhall 
no  longer  fire  them ;  when  popular  Applaufe  fhall 
no  longer  pleafe  them,  nor  their  own  Vanity  be 
any  Comfort  to  them  ;  when  the  Fears  of  God's 
Wrath  fhall  rife  ftrong  before  them,  and  when 
all  their  dark  Counfels  and  Defigns  fhall  be  re- 
vealed in  the  Prefence  of  Him,  from  whom  Vir- 
tue and  Vice,  Patriotifm  and  Sedition,  will  have 
their  due  Reward. 


FINIS. 
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